Rl Shellfish Management Plan

Stakeholder Meeting

May 15, 2013
Corless Auditorium, GSO/URI




Shellfish Quiz & “Brain Warmer”

e Question 1:

— Two of the Ten most expensive, coveted foods are
shellfish. What are they?

— HINT: One is an oyster, one is a snail.
 Answer 1: Coffin Bay Oyster
and Brown-Lipped Abalone

* Question 2: “What is the oldest living animal
ever found? What was it’s age?

* Answer 2: “Ming” the ocean quahog (Arctica
islandica). 405 years old!




Today’s Meeting...

* Timeline & current status

* SMP Vision Statement

* Revised SMP Goals and Objectives

e SMP Updates

 DEM Water Quality update — Joe Migliore
* Next Steps

* Feature Presentation & Discussion

* Adjourn at 7:00pm




Reminder of where we are...

SUMMER
(Now through Sept.)

~

-~

- Develop TOC

- Continue baseline
characterization

- Filling in the

20

“known’s
- Discuss TAC's

FALL
(Sept. through Dec.)

4 N

- Formalize & activate
the TAC's

- Develop draft
recommendations

- Host Seminars &
stakeholder meetings

Cundraise for Yr2 /

_ J

Winter

(Dec. onwards)

-~

- Extensive public
review

- Ample chances to
have input

- Edits to SMP

- Action plan for Yr2

~

- Final SMP - Fall 2014

o J

...and where we’re going.



SMP Vision Statement

The shellfish that inhabit our waters are part of the social fabric of
Rhode Island and are integral components of the marine ecosystem that
provide food, recreation, income, employment, and other
environmental, economic, social, and cultural benefits. In order to
ensure the health and proper ecological functioning of the marine
ecosystem and realize the socio-economic benefits associated with
healthy shellfish populations, we shall seek to preserve, protect,
manage, and when necessary, restore shellfish resources and essential
habitats using the best available information and science. We shall also
strive to employ sound governance to achieve fair, equitable, and safe
access to shellfish resources and support the interests of those who
harvest for personal use and enjoyment; those who participate in the
commercial wild harvest fishery; those who engage in the aquaculture of
shellfish species; those who rely upon the shellfish industry as a source
of food, and those who recognize the importance of shellfish in our
marine ecosystems.




SMP Goals (rev.)

Goal 1:

Honor, promote and enhance the existing shellfish resource
and uses.

Shellfish offer a myriad of ecological services to Rhode Island
state waters, jobs and business opportunities to its residents,
and recreation for all. As such, actions should strive to
maintain healthy populations of shellfish while honoring the
current uses of Rhode Island’s natural resources and
promoting Rhode Island shellfish as a source of local,
sustainable seafood.




SMP Goals (rev.)

Goal 2:
Contribute to a properly functioning ecosystem that is both
ecologically sound and economically beneficial.

The prosperity of the shellfish industry depends on the health
of our marine environment and the quality of the water that
shellfish inhabit. It is therefore necessary to evaluate the
current status and potential future changes to the natural
resources, ecosystem conditions, and anthropogenic impacts
on the marine environment and recommend actions to protect
and, where necessary, restore our marine waters.



SMP Goals (rev.)

Goal 3:

Manage marine and shellfish resources for equitable and
sustainable use.

Through both scientific research and practical knowledge,
better understand the existing activities taking place in
Rhode Island waters. Identify best management practices to
support all shellfish activities for long-term sustainability
while supporting compatible uses and minimizing user
conflicts to ensure the equitable harvest of these marine
resources.



SMP Goals (rev.)

Goal 4:

Enhance communication and improve upon the established framework for
coordinated decision making between state and federal management
agencies, industry, and other interested parties.

Engage management agencies, industry and other interested parties in
the development of the shellfish management plan and implementation
of recommendations to ensure that all concerns and appropriate legal
requirements are integrated into the process. Coordination will allow for
the sharing of information across all sectors, improve management,
clearly establish roles and responsibilities of all parties and streamline the
licensing and permitting process where appropriate.



Revised Objectives

1. Document and increase our understanding of the current
status of Rhode Island’s natural resources and ecosystem
conditions to help promote the health of our ecosystem and
prosperity of the shellfish industry.

2. ldentify the existing commercial, recreational, conservation
uses of our state waters as a tool towards minimizing use
conflicts.

3. Document the historical and current perspectives,
memories, and narratives of Rhode Island’s shellfish
community in order to better understand, honor and
promote the cultural importance of shellfish to the state.



Revised Objectives

4. Define principles for a comprehensive stock assessment
program that guides management decisions for all managed
shellfish species.

5. Maintain a viable, equitable industry while identifying
value-added marketing opportunities.

6. Improve understanding of state, regional, and national
economic aspects of the commercial, recreational, and
restoration activities involving shellfish.



Revised Objectives

7. Improve the industry’s and public’s understanding of
management decisions and processes.

8. Support existing and identify alternative mechanisms to
appropriately facilitate coordination among decision-makers,
industry and other stakeholders by clarify legal roles and
responsibilities of state and federal agencies.

9. Establish a Research Agenda that identifies knowledge gaps,
proposes future research needs, recognizes potential funding
sources, and discusses potential collaborative/partnership
opportunities.



Revised Objectives

10. Identify sustainable sources of funding for implementing
management plan recommendations.

11. Develop and implement a stakeholder supported shellfish
management plan




SMP Updates

* Use Mapping
— Documenting human uses & activities

* Seminar Series
— Today - “Human Use Interactions”
— June 13 — “Chart Chats” at the Quahogger’s Jamboree (Warwick Library)
— July 16 — “Tackling the Issue of Licensing”
— July 23, August 16 & 30 — “Learn How to Dig Clams”
— August/Sep., TBA — Tour of aquaculture operations

* Eco-History
— Objective 3
— Underway in the Fall

* Research
— Rl Sea Grant
— Economic
— Legal
— SMP Research Agenda (Objective 9)







Next Steps...

* Next SMP Stakeholder meeting in Sept.
e Attend upcoming Seminars!

* Writing, writing, and more writing

* Technical Advisory Committees

* Share ideas/comments on the Blog page
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We are pleased to bring you our
Feature Presentation...

“Room Enough for Everyone? Understanding Human
Uses & Interactions in R.l. Coastal Waters”

Speaker: Dr. Tracey Dalton, Marine Affairs, URI
Speaker: Dr. Rob Thompson, Marine Affairs, URI
Facilitator: Dennis Nixon, URI/GSO



